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DETAILED ACTION 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 103 

1 . The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 1 03(a) which forms the basis for all 
obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or described as set 
forth in section 102 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to be patented and 
the prior art are such that the subject matter as a whole would have been obvious at the time the 
invention was made to a person having ordinary skill in the art to which said subject matter pertains. 
Patentability shall not be negatived by the manner in which the invention was made. 

2. The factual inquiries set forth in Graham v. John Deere Co., 383 U.S. 1 , 148 
USPQ 459 (1966), that are applied for establishing a background for determining 
obviousness under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) are summarized as follows: 

1 . Determining the scope and contents of the prior art. 

2. Ascertaining the differences between the prior art and the claims at issue. 

3. Resolving the level of ordinary skill in the pertinent art. 

4. Considering objective evidence present in the application indicating 
obviousness or nonobviousness. 

3. Claims 1 to 23 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over 
Honda, et al. (Japanese patent publication JP 08-038670 A, application JP 06-197268) 
in view of McGeary (U.S. patent 4,268,744 A). 

1 . As to Claim 1 : '670 discloses all of the limitations of Claim 1 , but lacks specificity 
as to a participant identification means. An administration system to assist 
administrators of an event having multiple participants, the system adapted to allow a 
system administrator to collect, analyse and distribute up to date information about at 
least one participant (Para. 14), the administration system comprising: a. a participant 
identification means issued to each participant, having at least one identifying feature of 
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the participant recorded thereon; b. at least one portable data collection means adapted 
to allow collection of information relating to each participant of the event, upon 
presentation of the participant identification means, c. a remote data storage means 
associated with the at least one data processing unit to store at least a copy of all 
information collected by the data collection means (Para. 24), and d. data distribution 
means adapted to allow access to the information contained in the data storage means 
(Paras. 21 & 22). 744, however, teaches a participant identification means issued to 
each participant, having at least one identifying feature of the participant recorded 
thereon, at least one portable data collection unit, and collection of information relating 
to each participant of the event, upon presentation of the participant identification 
means (Abst.; Fig. 1 ; 2:32-61 ). It would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the 
art at the time the invention was made to have applied the identification of 744 to the 
game reporting system of '670. 744 in Fig. 1, element 134, has a score card printer 
and dispenser (3:26-35, 9:33-53), which is analogous to the game reporting limitations 
of '670. 744 is used for the analogous reporting purpose of updating scores to 
determine new handicaps (Abst.). The card reader of 744, Fig. 1, could be physically 
incorporated into the personal computer 100 of '670, Para. 20. The advantage of this 
modification would be to positively identify the players before commencement of the 
game to ensure the validity of the reported game results. 

2. As to Claim 2: '670 and 744 teach the administration system according to claim 
1 wherein the system operates on at least one computer having at least one controlling 
software application to control, maintain and update the information stored in the data 
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storage means and the functions of the system ('670, Para. 49, automatically setup; 
information stored on all players and plays, Para. 26). 

3. As to Claim 3: '670 and '744 teach the administration system according to claim 
1 wherein the data collection means further Includes a checklist procedure associated 
with each data processing unit, the checklist procedure being adapted to recognize the 
at least one Identifying feature of each participant and to update the information stored 
on the data storage means accordingly ('670, player identifying information, Para. 51). 

4. As to Claim 4: '670 and '744 teach the administration system according to claim 

1 wherein the data processing unit is used remotely from the data storage means ('670, 
Para. 20, personal computer 100 remote from host server 200). 

5. As to Claim 5: '670 and '744 teach the administration system according to claim 
1 wherein the data processing unit is adapted to communicate remotely with the data 
storage means ('670, Para. 20, personal computer 100 remote from host server 200). 

6. As to Claim 6: '670 and '744 teach the administration system according to claim 
1 wherein the data processing unit is adapted to provide at least one notification of a 
predetermined situation occurring ('670, Paras. 49 & 50, automatically setup; 
information stored on all players and plays, Para. 26; information storage on plays is 
done automatically (information input during a game and totaled for each game stage, 
Para. 14; input information during a game, Para. 19; processing performed for every 
stage of the game, Para. 35) as opposed to the handwritten entry of the prior art in 
Paras 4 & 5). 
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7. As to Claim 7: '670 and '744 teach the administration system according to claim 
1 wherein the data storage means comprises a network of computers ('670, Para. 20). 

8. As to Claim 8: '670 and '744 teach the administration system according to claim 
1 wherein the data storage means is adapted to collect, analyse, collate or filter 
information stored therein and present the information for in a useable form ('670, Para. 
32, print format). 

9. As to Claim 9: '670 and '744 teach the administration system according to claim 
1 wherein the data processing unit stored the information collected at least temporarily 
('670, input on PC 100, Para. 20). 

10. As to Claim 10: '670 and '744 teach the administration system according to claim 
1 wherein the system operates in virtually instantaneously allowing real time updates 
('670, Paras. 49 & 50, automatically setup; information stored on all players and plays, 
Para. 26; information storage on plays is done automatically (information input during a 
game and totaled for each game stage, Para. 14; input information during a game, 
Para. 19; processing performed for every stage of the game, Para. 35) as opposed to 
the handwritten entry of the prior art in Paras 4 & 5). 

11. As to Claim 1 1 : '670 and '744 teach the administration system according to claim 

1 wherein the participant identification means includes a code recognisable by the data 
processing means, the code identifying a participant and allowing access to the 
participant's information stored on the data storage means ('744, Abst.). 

12. As to Claim 12: '670 and '744 teach the administration system according to claim 

2 wherein the data processing means includes at least one software application 
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compatible with the controlling software application to allow a user of the data 
processing means to access and filter information contained on the data storage unit 
('670, format for superintendent organization, Para. 33). 

13. As to Claim 13: '670 and '744 teach the administration system according to claim 
1 wherein the data distribution means is linked to the data storage means and is 
updateable therefrom ('670, Paras. 49 & 50, automatically setup; information stored on 
all players and plays, Para. 26; information storage on plays is done automatically 
(information input during a game and totaled for each game stage, Para. 14; input 
information during a game, Para. 19; processing performed for every stage of the game, 
Para. 35) as opposed to the handwritten entry of the prior art in Paras 4 & 5). 

14. As to Claim 14: '670 and '744 teach the administration system according to claim 
13 wherein the data distribution means is updated automatically at predetermined 
period from the data storage means ('670, Paras. 49 & 50, automatically setup; 
information stored on all players and plays, Para. 26; information storage on plays is 
done automatically (information input during a game and totaled for each game stage, 
Para. 14; input information during a game, Para. 19; processing performed for every 
stage of the game, Para. 35) as opposed to the handwritten entry of the prior art in 
Paras. 4 & 5). 

15. As to Claim 15: '670 and '744 teach the administration system according to claim 
1 wherein a user is 2 5 provided with one of a plurality of access levels each access 
level provided for security purposes and each access level granting access to 
information in response to parameters chosen by a user ('670, Para. 32, output and 
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thereby system access to sponsorship bodies; Para. 44, different output formats for 
different sponsorship bodies). 

16. As to Claim 16: '670 and '744 teach the administration system according to claim 
15 wherein the access level of a user determines the type and extent of Information 
accessible by that user ('670, Paras. 32, 44, and 49). 

17. As to Claim 17. '670 and '744 teach the administration system according to claim 
1 wherein the at least one data processing unit is adapted to collect information about 
each participant in order to allow the production and maintenance of records in an 
electronic form ('670, Para. 41). 

18. As to Claim 18: '670 and '744 teach the administration system according to claim 
17 wherein the information collected over a period of time is transferred to the data 
storage means at predetermined intervals and when transferred, updates the 
Information stored in the data storage means ('670, Paras. 49 & 50, automatically setup; 
information stored on all players and plays, Para. 26; information storage on plays is 
done automatically (information input during a game and totaled for each game stage, 
Para. 14; input information during a game, Para. 19; processing performed for every 
stage of the game, Para. 35) as opposed to the handwritten entry of the prior art in 
Paras 4 & 5). 

19. As to Claim 19. '670 and '744 teach the administration system according to claim 
8 further including a reporting means for producing reports based on the Information 
stored in the data storage means ('670, Paras. 32, 44, & 49). 
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20. As to Claim 20: '670 and '744 teach the administration system according to claim 
13 wherein the data distribution means is adapted to receive and process requests for 
information from users and is adapted to analyse the information stored in the data 
storage means and to provide the requested information once the request for 
information has been processed ('670, Paras. 32, 44, & 49, formats for individual 
sponsors). 

21 . As to Claim 21 : '670 and '744 teach the administration system according to claim 
20 wherein a user Is provided with one of a plurality of access levels each access level 
provided for security purposes and each access level granting access to Information in 
response to parameters chosen by a user and processing the request includes checking 
that the user has access to the requested information ('744, player confirms record, 5:1- 
18; office unit authority, 5:35-53). 

22. As to Claim 22: '670 and '744 teach the administration system according to claim 
1 wherein the data processing means and the data storage means are both provided 
with access codes which are Independent of each other ('670, Paras. 22 & 24, personal 
computers 100 accessible by authorized personnel; reports accessible by sponsoring 
organizations, Para. 44). 

23. As to Claim 23: '670 and '744 teach the administration system according to claim 
22 wherein more than one access code is provided for each of the data processing 
means and the data storage means ('670, Para. 44, reports are only accessible by their 
respective sponsoring organizations, so access codes are inherent for this purpose). 
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Citation of Pertinent Art 

24. The prior art made of record and not relied upon is considered pertinent to 
applicant's disclosure. JP 2002-055906 A and its English translation are considered to 
be relevant as they disclose a game reporting system. Giacomotti, et al. in U.S. patent 
4,237,376 A teach an event monitor for court games. 



Conclusion 

25. Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Matthew D. Hoel whose telephone number is (571)272- 
5961 . The examiner can normally be reached on Mon. to Fri., 8:00 A.M. to 4:30 P.M. 

26. If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Robert E. Pezzuto can be reached on (571) 272-6996. The fax phone 
number for the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571- 
273-8300. 
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27. Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 

Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 

published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 

Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 

For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should 

you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 

Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). If you would like assistance from a 

USPTO Customer Service Representative or access to the automated information 

system, call 800-786-9199 (IN USA OR CANADA) or 571-272-1000. 

Matthew D. Hoe I /Robert E. Pezzuto/ 

Patent Examiner Supervisory Patent Examiner 

AU3714 Art Unit 3714 



/M. D. H.I 

Examiner, Art Unit 3714 



